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-HBOOg-MJOTIGES.* 



SOME RECENT GERMAN BOOKS. 

By Professor H. P. Smith, D. D. 
Cincinnati, 0. 



We shall first mention a work* which is not very recent, and which does not 
belong distinctively in the field of Old Testament science, it bears so directly, 
however, on all ancient literature, that it ought to interest every one who studies 
the intellectual development of the race. The author undertakes to give us as 
complete an account as possible of ancient book-making. He notes first the vari- 
ous classical words for the book and its parts. The second chapter discusses per- 
gament as a book material and fixes the differences between the book and the 
codex. In the next division we are informed as to the usual size of ancient books. 
Stichometry is the subject of a separate chapter, while another describes the 
papyrus manufacture, and this is closely followed by another on the difference in 
form between books of poetry and prose books. A clear picture of the work of 
the ancient publisher is given in the seventh chapter. The eighth traces for us 
the change which took place as the codex took the place of the volumen, a change 
with which Christianity had (strange to say) considerable to do. The present 
writer is not competent to criticize the data of the work, still less to pronounce 
upon its proposed emendations in various classic texts. He can say, however, 
without reserve, that it is a very interesting book, and one from which much may 
be learned. 

A reminder of the recent Luther-anniversary is the union in one volume of 
the reformers prefaces to the different editions of the Bible,f in his translation 
published during his lifetime. From the preface by Prof. Kleinert we learn that, 
besides separate issues of the New Testament and parts of the Old, the whole Bible 
was printed in eleven editions under Luther's own eye. In each of these he made 
changes and improvements. The prefaces now before us are characteristic of 
Luther, and many a sentence will stick in the memory of the reader, as this : 
" Here [in the Old Testament] thou wilt find the swaddling-clothes and the man- 
ger in which Christ lies, whither also the angel directed the shepherds. Poor and 
meager clothing, but precious the treasure, Christ, that lies therein." Of his 
occasional difficulty in translation we hear in the preface to Job : " I have taken 
pains to give clear and good German. It often happened that we were a fort- 
night or three or four weeks seeking for a single word, and even then we did not 
always find it. In Job Master Phillip, Aurogallus and I wrought so that some- 
times in four days we could scarcely accomplish three lines. Friend, now that it 
is in German and finished, one can run his eye over three or four pages without 



*Das Antike Buecherwesen in seinem Verhaeltniss zur Literatuh; von Tlieodor 
Birt. Berlin, 1882. 8vo, viii and 517 pp. 

t Dr. Martin Luther's Vorreden zur Heiligen Schrift neu herauegegeben auf Ver- 

anstaltung der Preussischen HavptbibelgeselUchaft. Berlin, 18C3. 8vo, xviii and 185 pp., with 
portrait of Luther. 
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stumbling ; but he will not discover what stones and stumps once lay where he 
now glides along as over a planed board. "We had to sweat and fret before we 
could get the stones and stumps out of the way and make so fine a walk," The 
preface to the Psalter contains the well-known passage in which that book is 
called a little Bible " in which all that is in the whole Bible is contained in minia- 
ture, so that it becomes a beautiful encheiridion or handbook." A little further 
on we read " In fine, wilt thou see the holy Christian church painted in minia- 
ture with vivid color and form, take up the Psalter — there thou hast a fine, clear, 
clean glass that shall show thee what Christianity is." "We are tempted to further 
quotation, but we forbear. 

Dr. Mandelkern has ready for the press a Hebrew concordance more exten- 
sive than any at present in use, and more correct, as he hopes. It is difficult to 
find a publisher for such a work, and he has therefore published a brief pros- 
pectus,* accompanied by recommendations from those who have examined the 
manuscript. These recommendations come from Professors Delitzsch, Fleischer, 
Schlottmann, and others almost equally well known. The prospectus itself exhib- 
its the shortcomings of Buxtorf and Fiirst, and explains the advantages of Dr. 
Mandelkern's own work. The latter includes proper names and the most import- 
ant particles, corrects the errors and omissions of earlier efforts, and makes its 
citations in such a way as to give the sense, instead of taking three or four words 
as they come." "We cannot doubt that such a work is greatly needed, and in the 
present state of Hebrew study in this country, we do not see why the author 
might not count on the sale of a hundred copies here. 

The Jewish question is represented by three recent pamphlets. The first is 
by Dr. Joel, well known as an author. It is " against Gildemeister."t But we 
have not been able to procure the article to which this is a response. "We learn, 
however, from Dr. Joel' statements, that Prof. Gildemeister was called as witness 
in a criminal suit, which involved the character of the compendium of Jewish 
usage known as the Shulchan Aruch. Gildemeister declared this work still to be 
binding on the Jews, and gave what he supposed to be fair examples of the legis- 
lation found in it and in the Talmud. Dr. Joel replies to both counts ; and it is 
evident that, for the more advanced Jews, it cannot be said that any of the 
ancient codes are binding in their entirety. "We might blame them (though on 
the whole we shall probably find them excusable) for not breaking more decidedly 
with the traditions of the past. 

Dr. Blumenstein makes a contribution to Jewish science in his discussion of 
the various kinds of oath, with especial reference to the Talmud. J The work con- 
sists of three parts, which take up in succession the Biblical oath, the Mishnic oath 
and the Rabbinical oath. It has been commended by Prof. Strack as on the whole 
a reliable statement. In reading it we have not discovered anything remarkable, 
except the Rabbinical thoroughness of classification, which provides for every pos- 
sible emergency. No reference is made to Kol Nidre, which indeed does not come 
under the legal aspect of the subject. 



* Die Neubearbeitete Hebraeisch-chaldaeische Bibel-Concordanz von Dr. S. Mandel- 
kern in Leipzig. Leipzig, 1884. 

+ Gegen Gildemeister. Breslau, 1884. Small 8vo, 34 pp. 

$ Die Verschiedenen Eidesarten nach Mosaisch-talmudischem Rechte und die 
Faelle ihrer Anwendung; von Dr. J. Blumenstein. Frankfurt a. M., 1883. 8vo, 32 pp. 
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In the next number* we find more that stirs our blood, though we desire to be 
cautious in regard to every new movement. It comes, however, with the intro- 
duction of Prof. Franz Delitzsch, known as a warm friend of the Jews and a 
clear-headed man, as well as a profound scholar. The documents are in fact the 
confession of a new Judeo-Christian sect which has started in Eussia. They 
declare a firm belief in "Jesus our brother," with a desire to maintain Jewish 
customs and usages so far as not inconsistent with such a belief. For an extend- 
ed statement we must refer to the work itself. A supplement has appeared which 
we have not seen. The leader of the new movement has recently been assassina- 
ted, as we are informed by the daily papers ; and between the intolerant govern- 
ment of Russia and the intolerance of Kussian Jews, there is reason to fear that 
the little community may be crushed at its birth. Jewish papers in this country 
are rather inclined to sneer at it ; but it can hardly be further from Talmudic 
Judaism than are some of the reform Jews, and one would think any movement 
that looks like progress would be welcome to the latter. 

The Jewish Bible Dictionary of Dr. Hamburger appears in a second edition 
— partly at least ; we gather that the revision is to extend over only the first two 
parts. t The work differs from others of its class, in that it is all written by one 
man. This fact being taken into consideration, it is certainly a very creditable 
performance ; but it is almost unnecessary to add that it can show little origin- 
ality. In the majority of articles that we have examined, nothing especially 
remarkable is found. In some cases, however, we have information on Talmudic 
practice or interpretation which is very welcome. So in the articles Arbeit, 
Armuth, Babel, Ehre, not to mention others. The account of Babylonia is 
extended so as to include post-biblical Judaism there. We have noticed some 
instances in which improbable assertions of the Talmud are given as historical 
facts. 

The Bibliotlieca Babbinicat reaches its conclusion with the thirty-third and 
thirty-fourth part (lieferung). The present volume contains the Midrash to Prov- 
erbs. This is said to be of comparatively late origin ; but it shows the likeness 
of the whole family. The completed work, containing over three thousand pages, 
is a monument to the industry of the author, and would seem to be sufficiently 
extensive to give a good idea of what is. meant by Haggada. A single example 
may be introduced here. On Prov. xin., 20 (" He who associates with the wise 
becomes wise, but the companion of fools is himself foolish,") we have the com- 
ment— "Like one who goes into the perfumer's, even though he buys or sells 
nothing, his clothes will carry a fragrance the whole day. This is the companion 
of the wise. Or, on the other hand, if one goes into the tanner's, even though he 
buys or sells nothing, his clothes will carry the smell the whole day. Like him is 
the one who consorts with fools." 



* DOCUMENTE deb National-juedischen Christglaeubigen Bewegung im Suedruss- 
land. In Original und deutscher TTebersetzung mitgetheilt von Franz Delitzsch. Erlangen, 
1884. vi and 44 pp. in German with xxiv pp. Hebrew text. 

t REAL-ENcrctOP^DiE fuer Bibel und Talmud. Woerterbuch zum Handgebrauch f uer 
Bibelfreunde, etc. Ausgearbeitet von Dr. J. Hamburger. Zweite vermehrte und verbesserte 
Auflage. Abtheilung I., Heft 1, 2. Leipzig, 1884. 178 pp. 8vo. The whole of this first or Biblical 
division fills 1102 pp. 

t Bibliotheca Babbinica. Eine Sammlung alter Midrashim zum ersten male ins Deutsche 
uebertragen von Lie. Dr. Aug. Wuensche. Leipzig, 1885. 
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Prof. Schrader's essay* deals with the vexed question of the Akkadian or 
Sumerian or Akkado-Sumerian origin of Babylonian civilization. As is well 
known, the debate has now lasted a considerable time. The minority, headed by 
Halevy, decline still to be convinced of the Akkado-Sumerian existence at all, and 
of the existence of the "Turanian " dialects in some of the inscriptions. Prof. 
Schrader presents the arguments for both these points with his usual learning 
and perspicuity ; and, to the layman at least, there would seem to be little left 
to say in reply. 

The problems of Old Testament studyf are the subject of a small book, by 
Dr. Koenig, already weir known as a scholar in this department. His aim is to 
discover the exact point of inquiry in each case where difference of opinion exists 
in the different schools. In his study he found certain things asserted by the 
" development theorists," under the influence (as he supposes) of a development 
bias. The chief of these theorists is Kuenen, whose standpoint is notoriously the 
parity of all religions. " The religion of Israel is to us one of the religions, noth- 
ing less, but also nothing more." In contrast with this, Dr. Koenig formulates 
his own view, when starting on the inquiry, thus: "My judgment as to the 
parity of all religions is not decided at the start. Bather will I draw my asser- 
tions concerning the relative worth of all religions from the contemplation of the 
facts of history." In consequence of this determination he puts an interrogation 
point at each of several assertions of the modern school. These assertions gener- 
ally concern "Yahweh" as the tribal god of Israel ; his identity with Moloch ; the 
position of Moses as a religious teacher ; the worship of Yahweh under an image; 
the originality of the prophets ; the age of the idea of the covenant ; and the rela- 
tions of the priests to the Torah. Each of these is discussed at some length, and 
the conclusion of the whole argument is stated as follows : "According to what 
precedes, I hold that there is reason for the assertion that the main elements of 
the Old Testament religion are not changed by the written prophets, and that the 
historical phases of the Mosaic religion were not alterations of its substance." 
As Dr. Koenig avowed himself some time since to be a Wellhausenian in critical 
questions, this study is especially interesting ; because it shows that Wellhaus- 
en's theories may be held along with distinct supernaturalism. 

The new edition of HerzogJ has reached the middle of the fifteenth volume — 
more exactly, three-fifths of this volume are now in our hands. In this part 
there is much that is of especial interest to the Old Testament student. Prof. 
Strack contributes an article on the "Great Synagogue," and one on "Syna- 
gogues," both characterized by his accustomed learning. Considerably longer is 
the description of " Syria," by Dr. Byssel. It discusses the name, the geography, 
the history and the literature of the country. Immediately following it is an arti- 
cle on the " Syriac Versions of the Bible " by Nestle. Dr. Nestle confines himself 
to the Peshito, as the other Syriac versions are treated in an earlier volume. He 
apparently finds no reason to depart from the common view that the transla- 



* Zub Fraqe nach dem Urspbunge deb Altbabylonischen CtiLTUK, von Eb. Schrader. 
Berlin, 1884. 4to., 49 pp. 

+ Die Hauptpbobleme deb Ai/t-Iseaelitischen Religionsgeschichte gegenueber den 
Entwickelungstheobetikebn. Beleuchtet von Lie. Dr. Eduard Koenig. Leipzig, 1884. 8vo., 
iv and 108 pp. 

* REAL-ENCrCLOPJSDIE fuer Protestantische Treologie und Kirohe. Heft 142-146. 
Leipzig-, 1884, 1885. 
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tion was made as early as the second century. Prof. Volck has a good article on 
the Targums ; but it is rather disappointing, on looking for " Talmud," to be 
referred to the supplement. 

Lagarde has collected a number of his shorter writings in a single volume.* 
The most of them have appeared in the Gottingische Gelehrte Anzeigen. First 
in order is an essay on Lord Ashburnham's library, celebrated for the number of 
rare manuscripts it contains. Secondly, the preface to the author's "Anmerk- 
ungen zur Griechische Uebersetzung der Proverbien" (now out of print) is 
repeated, with additional notes. Of the rest, a number announce other publica- 
tions. Some discuss Semitic words. Of these the longest is concerning ?!")¥ in 
the essay entitled, (as separately published) " Is marriage with a deceased wife's 
sister prohibited in the Pentateuch ? " and written in English. The discussion 
turns upon the meaning of the word r7""1¥ in Lev. xvin., 18. By elaborate com- 
parison of the dialects, Lagarde establishes the meaning to be a fellow-wife — co-wife 
we might say. 

The latter part of the volume (pp. 242-379), contains Wisdom and Ecclesiasti- 
cus according to the Codex Amiatinus. It is generally known that Tischendorf 
held this to be one of the most ancient MSS. of the Latin Bible (Old Latin, of 
course, in these two books) that have come down to us— probably the most 
ancient of all. Lagarde does not date it so early, placing it in the ninth instead 
of the sixth century. In any case, an accurate collation of it is desirable, as 
that which goes under Tischendorf s name is now generally recognized to be 
sufficient. 



* Mittheiwjnoen von Paul de Lagarde. Goettingen, 1884. Large 8vo, 384 pp. 



